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SHOW UP.
STAND UP.
LIFT UP.

FOSTER YOUTH

MISSION VISION

To be there for every foster child in A Silicon Valley where every foster child
Silicon Valley who has experienced has the nurturing support and resources
abuse, neglect and/or abandonment. needed to thrive.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CEO Board Members
Frederick J. Ferrer Penny Blake

Kristen Burton
Chair Kathryne Faherty

Vik Ghai

Jeannette Guinn

Ehi Oiyemhonlan
Stephanie Peng
Leslie Rodriguez
Michael Schlemmer

Steve Hoffman

Vice Chair

Monique Edmondson

Treasurer Ben Shively

Arlene Chan Rosie Tichener
Karen Whipple

Secretary

Tony Rangel

“This list represents the full roster of board members as of February 2024.

Note: Consent was obtained to use photos of actual CASAs and their youths. Pictured
children, adolescents and NMDs do not have active cases—they are former foster youth.
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CEO MESSAGE

BECAUSE OF YOU

As | reflect on the first half of the fiscal year, | can't
help but feel incredibly proud of the work we're
doing to LIFT UP foster kids and feel immensely
grateful for the unwavering support we continue
to receive from all of you.

Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA)
Volunteers, our children continue to grow healthy
because of you. We started the year with our
CASA Summit, where more than 150 CASAs came
together to hear from trauma expert Julie Kurtz.
At the summit, CASAs learned about the latest
on the brain and how to work with our children
and youth utilizing trauma-responsive strategies.
We've also hosted many events for our children
this year, such as the Summer Bash with our kids
in South County. We enjoyed our Pumpkin Patch
at our partner's Animal Assisted Happiness farm.
We debuted Fiesta Mi Gente, a celebration of
diversity and cultura. Our partner Allero Sports
offered great physical activities as a record
number of our CASAs brought their youth to our
two Annual Holiday Parties. We recently enjoyed
CASA Day at Happy Hollow Park and Zoo.

Donors, because of you, our children and youth
received holiday gift bags filled with toys, art
supplies, clothing, books, games, gift cards and
much more. We were thrilled to be selected by
49ers quarterback Brock Purdy as his charity
in the NFL's My Cause, My Cleats campaign; our
donors really scored as they helped us raise over
$40,000 in our $13 for #13 challenge!

66

As 2024 continues, we look forward to working
with you to help the children we serve thrive. Your
continued support will be necessary as we look to
move the needle on new and exciting initiatives:

Expanding the reach of our CASA Program

We are piloting the program with youth whose
parents are participating in the County of Santa
Clara RISE Court, for not ensuring regular school
attendance. This pilot is the first in the nation and
will serve as a litmus test for expanding our CASA
Program to STAND UP for other system-impacted
youth.

Youth Space

We are partnering with the Sobrato Foundation
to design ayouth space at their Parkmoor facility.
This space will be a place that foster teens can
calltheir own. Currently, it's in the planning phase.
We look forward to engaging our teens to add
their voices into the design and ownership of this
cool space. With this space in the works, we are
also exploring ideas for a space dedicated to our
younger children.

Our ability to SHOW UP for foster kids, youth and
young adults is only made possible because
of your commitment to our mission. | hope that
you join me in my pride for all of the work we've
accomplished and will continue to accomplish
for the children we serve.

Our ability to SHOW UP for foster kids,
youth and young adults is only made
possible because of your commitment

to our mission.

Frederick J. Ferrer

CEO




Positive Experiences
for EVERYONE

INVOLVED

“We attended the Child Advocates’
Holiday Party in 2022 and 2023.
Seeing the [developmental] growth
in the boys from the first year to the
second year was huge.”

Katie Gioioso has advocated for five-year-old
Fernando for over a year and a half. But she
hasn't been alone in her advocacy journey. Hillary
Goddard, another Court Appointed Special
Advocate (CASA) Volunteer, has been by her side,
every step of the way, as Hillary advocates for
Fernando's four-year-old brother, Franky.

Today, Hillary and Katie marvel at how much
the boys have grown developmentally. A year
ago, they could hardly sit still and focus. Now,
they're actively participating in the arts and crafts
stations at Child Advocates’' hosted events. This
development is a testament to the nurturing
support and resources Katie and Hillary provided.

Sensory Day at the Farm
March 2023

How it All Began

Katie and Hillary come from very different walks
of life. Katie is a software engineer, and Hillary
was an elementary school teacherin Canada. But
in the spring of 2022, the CASA Volunteers' paths
were destined to cross.

Siblings Fernando and Franky, both diagnosed
with developmental delays and hyperactivity
disorders, were waiting for a CASA for almost a
year. That wait was about to end.

Independently, Katie decided to work with
Fernando, and Hillary decided to work with
Franky. The brothers' caregiver requested that
the CASAS' first meeting with the boys happen at
the same time. Katie and Hillary were introduced
to one another by their CASA Supervisor, Bryant,
and thus began their shared advocacy journey.

The Formula Works

In theory, our formula to help children
heal from the trauma they've endured
is simple. Pair a child with a caring
adult, a CASA, and support the CASA in
creating positive childhood experiences
for their youth. In practice, this formula
can be complicated. However, it is
very impactful when done correctly, as
evidenced by Katie and Hillary's work
with Fernando and Franky.

In the beginning, the CASAs would visit
the boys at their placement, establishing
the foundation for their nurturing
relationships. Over time, visits were
greeted with big hugs from the boys and home
visits soon turned into outings at local parks.

Park visits were fun, but Katie and Hillary knew the
boys heeded more enrichment. They proactively
sought out local activities, like Safari Run and
snake petting at the local library. And when Child
Advocates began hosting more events for kids,
they jumped at the opportunity to take the boys.

Fernando and Franky have attended: Sensory
Day at the Farm, Pumpkin Patch and the Annual
Holiday Party (twice). Through Child Advocates,
they've also received bikes, tickets to Disney on
Ice, ice skating passes, gift cards for clothing,
access to Happy Hollow Park & Zoo and much
more.

In addition to taking every step necessary to
ensure the brothers are regularly exposed
to positive childhood experiences, Katie and
Hillary have assured the Court is apprised of the
progress that Franky and Fernando are making.

CASA Day at Happy
Hollow Park & Zoo

February 2024

Katie’s
Experience in
Her Own Words

Last March, we brought
the boys to a CASA event

at Animal Assisted Happiness Farm.
They petted bunnies and goats, and
even got to hold a chicken named
Meredith! The following Monday,
Fernando told all his classmates
that he held a chicken with Hillary
and Katie. Fernando's language
development is very delayed. It
was such a big step for him to tell a
story to all his classmates, and even
more impressive that he was able
to communicate to me with hand
motions when words failed him. [ was
so proud of him!
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Hillary’s
Experience in Her
Own Words

~ This past summer, the
boys transitioned from their
caregiver, whom they have been
with for two years, back to living with
their mom, a massive life change that
brought a new neighborhood, new
school, and new routines. During
this time, | tried to provide comfort in
familiarity - familiar snacks, activities
and music - when everything was
changing around them. It has been
such a privilege to witness their joy
and resiliency.

CASA Day at Happy
Hollow Park & Zoo

February 2024
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The Unexpected,
Calls for SHOWING UP

WWhen Katie and Hillary began advocating for
Fernando and Franky, their social worker worked
on an adoption plan for the boys. Over time, this
changed. The boys' birth mother was making
significant progress, and the social worker began
recommending reunification. At first, Katie and
Hillary were apprehensive about this decision.
The boys were making so much progress and they
feared this drastic change might set them back.

The more they got to know their mom, the more
their fears were dispelled. They found her to be
very engaged, willing to learn and do whatever it
takes to be a great mom. And of course, Hillary
and Katie were willing to help her succeed.

From the moment Fernando and Franky were
scheduled to move back in with their mom,
Katie and Hillary were eager to help with the
transition. They reached out to Child Advocates
and secured a $500 grant from their Nana
Fund (established by a generous benefactor)
to help mom purchase bedroom furnishings for
the boys. They also helped mom with school
enrollment, researching after school programs,
and scheduling immunizations. Whatever the
mom needed assistance with, Katie and Hillary
obliged.

According to Hillary, “[Birth moml needs to be set
up for success. In about five months, [services] will

fade away, and she will need to be independent”

Hillary and Katie are committed to ensuring the
mom succeeds for Fernando and Franky's sake.

Pumpkin Patch at Animal
Assisted Happiness

The End is Near ... Sort of

On track for successful reunification, Fernando and Franky
will soon lose their dependency status. But that hasn't
deterred Katie and Hillary from continuing their advocacy.

Katie recently successfully secured more speech therapy
and one-on-one teaching for Fernando through his
individualized education program. She also obtained
mental health services from Fernando's school to
further enhance his development.

Although the end of their dependency case is
near, Katie shares, “I've thought about it a lot. Mom

has grown so much. Maybe she doesn't need

[our] support. Other times it's evident that she

does. | would definitely consider continuing the

relationship lafter the case closesl." Hillary shares

the same sentiment, “I'm willing to help in whatever
capacity mom needs.’

Until that day comes, Katie and Hillary will continue
to help birth mom and take advantage of all the
resources and events Child Advocates has to offer. And
although it hasn't been planned yet, Fernando recently
invited Katie to his next birthday party. That's one more
positive childhood experience already in the works, with

many more to come.

Holiday Party Gifts
December 2023
Disclaimer: The story is based on Katie Gioioso and Hillary Goddard's experiences as CASA

Volunteers. Some details about the foster children they serve have been altered in an effort to
keep their identities anonymous.
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COMMUNITY SHOWS UP
FORFOSTERYOUTH

During the Plolidagge

This past holiday season, through the spirit of giving, we
received over $40,000 in gifts and cash donations that
went directly to celebrating the holidays with the children,

teens and young adults we serve. 9 40/0 Of the
The staff curated holiday gift bags to ensure that Children

everyone had meaningful, age-appropriate gifts

available. We Serve

We threw a series of events for our Court Appointed 3 d 3 f
Special Advocate (CASA) Volunteers to enjoy with r ecelve a gl t
the youth they serve. during the

Thank you to our donors, sponsors, community partners h l . d

and CASAs who helped us bring this festive season to life. 2 O 2 3 O ]- ay

S€aSOIn.

CHRISTMAS
IN THE PARK

Non-minor dependents (18-21 year olds)
and their CASA Volunteers joined our staff
at Christmas in the Park's Enchanted Forest
for the third annual tree-decorating event
with the tree theme of “Book of Life." The
ornament'’s creator lovingly put together
every ornament to represent a person, pet,
or memory important to them.
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ANNUAL HOLIDAY
PARTIES

We had a blast hosting two festive events in one day at
Brookside Club of Saratoga. The morning was geared
toward foster children ages 0-12, while we welcomed

teenagers 13 and older in the afternoon. Over 80 kids,

adolescents and CASA Volunteers joined the festivities

and participated in various holiday-themed activities,

all dressed in their coziest pajamas.

Across both parties, staff focused on creating
opportunities for CASAs and their youths to engage

in all-important positive childhood experiences.

Growing supportive relationships, spending time
outdoors, engaging in physical activity and enjoying
a balanced diet have all been scientifically proven
to help children and adolescents actively combat
trauma. Child Advocates' staff made sure to include
these elements thoughtfully in both holiday parties.

Both events concluded with the children and youth
receiving their holiday gift bags. Overwhelmed with joy
and gratitude, everyone left smiling, staff and CASAs
included.
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CASAVILLAGE

Our Milpitas office magically transformed into
“CASA Village," a holiday workshop full of festive
toys and decor. CASAs and youth who could not
attend the holiday parties could visit CASA Village
to receive their holiday gift bags. Youth who visited
could also obtain additional presents to gift to
their siblings. At CASA Village, we even had a mail
station where we prepared gift bags to send to

such as children, teens, and young adults outside
of the county. CASA Village was a buzz ensuring
gifts were ready and available to spread holiday
cheer.
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those who couldn't visit us during the holidays,

These generous donors helped LIFT UP
our foster youth this holiday season:

]
Arlene Chan Saint Nicholas Greek
_ o Orthodox Church
California Highway Patrol
San Jose Public Library

Current Silicon
Valley Church

Davis Family
Family Giving Tree
Jeannette Kaliska

Kevin Nguyen
Meta

National Charity League
Orchard Valley

Republic Services

SCREEM PRIMTI

CRAET.RIT

WG CIEHICE SERIES

SENSORY SCIEMCE KIT

San Jose Woodworking
Second Harvest Food Bank
Silicon Valley Capital Club

Sons of Sicily San Jose
Women's Club

Teddy's for Tots
Ticket to Dream Foundation
Turning Wheels for Kids
University AME Zion Church
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Thank You From
Our Children!

Actual thank you cards from our kids.
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MEET HE BOARD

In the fall, Child Advocates welcomed four new board members. Get to know them here!

Ehi Oiyemhonlan has served as a
CASA since 2020. An electrical
engineer, Oiyemhonlan brings
valuable experience after five years
as a mentor with Big Brothers Big
Sisters. In addition to offering vital
cultural insight into more effectively
serving this population, Oiyemhonlan's
ability to cultivate strong, strategic partnerships and
spearhead innovative processes make him a true
asset to the board.

o

A

‘Being able to put myself in [kids'l shoes is critical
to being a good CASA. | often talk to my mentee
about sensitive topics, particularly regarding race,
[explainingl some of the challenges that we may
face today because of the color of our skin and
letting him know that regardless of how members
of society may look at him or perceive him, he can
accomplish anything that he wants to do..The goal

is to provide him with a different outlook on life’

— Ehi Oiyemhonlan

Kristen Burton holds a degree in
industrial engineering and previously
served on Cal Poly San Luis
Obispo's Industrial & Manufacturing
Engineering Advisory Board for 10
years. Her expertise in feedback
gathering and reporting strategies
as well as optimizing operational

processes through automation and simplification are
a valuable addition to the board. Burton also hopes

to build a strong partnership between her company,

ServiceNow and Child Advocates.

“I'd like to bring my operations and analytics experience

to help Child Advocates achieve theirmissionand goals,”

— Kristen Burton
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Ben Shively served as a CASA for
nearly three years. He previously
served as a Northwest Associate
Board Member for Nuestros
Pequenos Hermanos, where
he was heavily involved in
fundraising. He plans to apply
those skills to his work with Child
Advocates while placing equal emphasis on
translating childhood development research into
programming and increasing engagement of the
Board's network. Shively has utilized his extensive
experience in financial planning as a guest lecturer
at multiple universities, and he looks forward to
contributing that knowledge to Child Advocates'
financial management as well.

“[Joining the Board gives me thel ability to continue
serving kids in the community and [contributel
time and resources to enriching their lives.”
— Ben Shively

Karen Whipple brings almost
four years of experience as a
CASA and previously served over
12 years as an elected school
board trustee in Moreland School

District, where she held the position

of board clerk for multiple terms
and represented the board at both county and state
meetings. Whipple has completed the California School
Boards Association's Masters in Governance program
and has proven expertise in marketing, public relations
and communications, specializing in effectively reaching
diverse audiences through a range of mediums and
programs.

‘| feel strongly about helping this community, | love
my work as a CASA and am [excited tol contribute

to the organization in a more strategic way.

— Karen Whipple

Corporate & Community Partners

Below are some of our recent government, corporate and community
partners whose compassion and generosity enables us to LIFT UP foster
children in our community.

Santa Clara County
T Office of Education

K+E Leo M. Shortino

Family Foundation

A Walters€Avolf

Interiors

June 1, 2024
Corinthian Grand Ballroom
San Jose, CA

I2 ROSENDIN

WARMENHOVEMN
Family Foundation

@ HEALTHTrust

FIRST 5

SANTA CLARA COUNTY

the l_:"avid &
Lucile Dycleard

FOUNDATION
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Sunnyvale Family Foundation
- (l) El Camino
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August 26, 2024
Los Altos Golf & Country Club
Los Altos, CA

PASSION
FASHION =
EVERYTHING

BOLD

October 13, 2024
Blanco Urban Venue
San Jose, CA

Sponsorship opportunities are available.

Please contact the development department for more information.
Development@childadvocatessv.org « 408.573.5679
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GET
INVOLVED

DONATE
Make a financial donation today to support
our CASA Program and the children we

serve.

VOLUNTEER | FOLLOW | SHARE
There are multiple ways to get
involved and help foster kids.
Scan the QR code to find the ¥ .
opportunity that works best |0k i1

foryou.

CHILDADVOCATESSV.ORG
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