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MISSION
To be there for every foster child in 
Silicon Valley who has experienced 

abuse, neglect  and/or abandonment.

Frederick J. Ferrer
Chief Executive Officer

VISION
A Silicon Valley where every foster child 
has the nurturing support and resources 

needed to thrive.      

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE

FOSTERING GROWTH
DURING A PANDEMIC

MISSION
To be there for every foster child in Silicon 

Valley who has experienced abuse, 
neglect and/or abandonment.   

Mala Jairam
Board Chair FY2019-2020

At any given time during the year, there are close to 1,000 children in the Santa Clara County 
Dependency system. We serve about 600 of them, which means there are always hundreds of children 
waiting to be paired with a Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA Volunteer). This is unacceptable.  

This quandary made it to the top of our list as we began to plan for Fiscal Year 2020. If we believe every 
foster youth should thrive, then it’s imperative that they not wait for a CASA Volunteer. And, when 
paired with a CASA, their outcomes should be on par with that of their peers in Silicon Valley. 

Meeting this challenge is difficult, but even during a pandemic, we’re committed to taking it on. When 
the pandemic hit, we immediately conducted a Needs Assessment of our children. With our funders’ 
support, we took action providing essential needs such as food, clothing, rent assistance, laptops and 
wifi access and school supplies. For emotional support we provided activity kits filled with books, games 
and fun learning activities. All the while, continuing to submit our CASAs’ Court reports and facilitating 
their virtual appearance in Court. 

We’ve also continued to execute our growth plan to serve more children, more meaningfully.  

•	 We made our volunteer opportunity more appealing and accessible by: rebranding the organization; 
launching a new website designed for volunteers and donors; reworking our CASA training 
curriculum; and making our CASA training available virtually.    

•	 We created 8 new specialty areas for our CASA program, developed relationships with key 
community partners, got access to community resources and created workshops on child 
development topics. We also developed a web portal for Virtual Advocacy during COVID-19.  

•	 We hired more staff with strong child development experience, improving our CASA to staff ratio and 
ensuring every CASA gets the support they need to better serve their child. 

The results of these actions are already evident. We’re training more CASA Volunteers per class than 
ever before. Our current CASAs are utilizing their new resources and have expressed appreciation for the 
increased level of support, especially during this pandemic. 

The children we serve will have better outcomes because of these changes. But there are only so many 
children we can serve today. With our continued partnership, we assure you, we will serve more children, 
more meaningfully. 

Together we will LIFT UP all of our foster children.

Neta Retter

Denise Robinson

Moe Rubenzahl

Michael Schlemmer

Howard Slayen

August 2019
We partnered with Pivotal, Department of Family & 
Children Services, the County Office of Education 
and Bill Wilson Center to host a summer camp at 
Santa Clara University for foster youth entering 
9th grade. It included visits to the Imaginarium 
(pictured) and high school readiness activities.



FINANCIALS

ACTIVITES
FY 2019-2020

Gifts & Contributions

Special Events

Government Funding

 Other

Total Revenue

$1,846,279
$3,000

$380,724

$1,354,885

 $108,631

$3,690,519

REVENUE

Program

Management & General

Fundraising

Total Expenses

$2,685,577
$3,000

$250,396

$294,409

$3,230,382

EXPENSES

FINANCIAL POSITION
FY 2019-2020

ASSETS

Current Assets

Property & Equipment

Other Assets

Total Assets

$1,772,015
$3,000

$93,591

 $2,556,787

$4,422,393

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities

Net Assets 

Total Liabilities & 
Net Assets

$737,420
$3,000

$3,684,973

$4,422,393

January 2020
50 community members participated in our first 
ever in-person and online CASA pre-service training. 
The pre-service training is now 100% virtual. 

CHILDREN ASSIGNED A CASA 
VOLUNTEER

940
ACTIVE CASA VOLUNTEERS

650
HOURS CONTRIBUTED BY 
VOLUNTEERS

74,799
VALUE OF VOLUNTEER HOURS

$2.2M

AGE OF CHILDREN

Ages 0-5: 26%

Ages 6-12: 31%
Ages 13-17: 25%  

Ages 18+: 18%  

FY 2019-2020 BY THE NUMBERS

RACE/ETHNICITY OF CHILDREN

Latino: 48%

Multi-Racial: 27%

Declined 
to State: 9%

Caucasian: 8%

Asian: 5%
African-American: 3%

83 cents out of every dollar donated goes to services that directly support 
the advocacy of foster youth in Santa Clara County.

GENDER OF CHILDREN

Female: 512

Male: 419

Transgender: 7

Non-Binary: 2



“There’s that awkward first meeting. You meet this kid, you pick him up at home, foster mom says, ‘ok 
off you go.’ You get this kid in your car and it’s weird; you’re wanting to say all the right things and the kid 
doesn’t know who you are or what’s going on, other than you’re this person now in thier life. But you say, 
‘I don’t know you, you don’t know me but I’ll tell you what, let’s just go to Chuck E. Cheese, that’s what 
we’re going to do.’ And all of a sudden, it’s like great, we’re off to the races.”

“You know, Child Advocates asks you to spend two hours a week with your child and to try to keep your 
case until it closes, that’s the commitment they’re looking for, but it pulls you in; I was doing about 40 
hours a month. Every time I would spend time with Alex it would turn into a 6-hour, 8-hour adventure. It 
didn’t have to but it did. And it was great.”

Disclaimer: The following story is based on Dave Numme’s experience as a Court Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA) Volunteer. Some details about the foster child he serves have been altered in an effort to keep the 
child’s identity anonymous. 

After completing the CASA pre-service training, Dave took on his first assignment right away; Alex, a 
10-year-old boy who deals with anger and trust issues from having experienced physical abuse and 
emotional trauma. Like most CASA Volunteers, Dave was ready but anxious. With help from his CASA 
Mentor, Dave chose Chuck E. Cheese as their first visit with one goal in mind, just show up. And that’s 
exactly what he did, show up, play games and eat pizza.   

Dave recalls, “I came away from that first meeting with the realization that, I really didn’t have to do 
anything other than show up. That’s all I had to do. Show up, pay attention, care and be interested. I’m 
not there to fix him. I’m not there to solve his problems. I’m not there to be a therapist. Maybe I’ll be his 
friend, his adult friend. But ultimately, I wanted to build trust.”  

The more Dave showed up for Alex, the more they built trust. Trust in one another played an instrumental 
role in a very important decision for Alex. 

Having struggled academically since a young age, Alex was a few grade levels behind when he met 
Dave. After meeting with Alex’s Child Family Team and school administrators, they devised a plan to get 
Alex back on track academically. Dave knew the plan would only work if Alex was on-board, if it was his 
choice.  

“What was really necessary was for Alex to agree to the plan,” said Dave. “If he was on board, the desired 
outcomes were possible. Our trust allowed us to discuss his fears openly, dispel them and make a pact 
that I would be there to support him.”  

It hasn’t been easy but Alex is working hard at improving academically and Dave is right by his side 
supporting him at every turn. Earlier this year when the COVID-19 pandemic hit and schools moved 
to distance learning, Dave knew Alex would need his own laptop to stay on track academically. Dave 
contacted his CASA Mentor at Child Advocates and within no time Alex had a new laptop and everything 
he needed to learn remotely. Pandemic aside, things are going well for Alex. School is hard but he’s 
working at it and he recently learned that he will soon be reunified with his family. Naturally, Dave 
doesn’t take credit for any of this, but one thing is certain, the relationship they built benefited them both.     

THE POWER OF 
SHOWING UP

“When they share their 
excitement about a game, or 
laugh with you, or ask questions, 
you know they are experiencing a 
sense of safety and trust.” 

Dave Numme
Dedicated CASA Volunteer

In the spring of 2019, Dave Numme found himself looking for something to do that would give him some 
fulfillment, give him a sense of service. That’s when he recalled a former boss of his that spoke highly 
about his experience as a CASA Volunteer. After a quick Google search, Dave found Child Advocates of 
Silicon Valley and he was on his way to becoming a CASA. 

April 2020
We distributed over 50 new, donated 
laptops and activity bags to help our foster 
youth succeed at distance learning. 



OUR ADVOCATE DONORS

California Governor’s Office
of Emergency Services

County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors 
The David and Lucile Packard Foundation
FIRST 5 Santa Clara County 
Santa Clara County Social Services Agency

Los Altos Rotary Endowment Fund 
Marjorie Mancuso
Mattress Firm 
Michael and Ina Korek Foundation Trust
Jennifer & Scott Miller
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
National CASA / GAL Association 
Nordson Corporation Foundation 
Jane Oglesby & Cameron Esfahani
Cindy & Michael O’Leary
James Otieno
Palo Hills Foundation
Carrie & Greg Penner
Lisa Perry
Christy & Jeff Richardson
Patricia & John Richardson
Denise & Tom Robinson
Rotary Club of San Jose
Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Grace Sanfilippo
Howard Slayen
Star One Credit Union 
Stephanie Stearns
Stella B. Gross Charitable Trust 
Superior Court of Santa Clara County 
Sutter Health
The Family Giving Tree
The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation
Ticket to Dream Foundation
Donald Van Nortwick
Verizon 
Werner Family Fund 
Western Digital Foundation

SILVER ADVOCATE DONORS
$5,000 - $19,999
Steve Ackerman
Alpha Media San Jose 
Gaylene & Richard Austin
AVT Productions 
Penny & Ron Blake
Liz & Michael Byrd
Canyon Ranch 
Lisa Carmel
City of Milpitas
City of Mountain View
Lisa & Gary Clark
Codding Family 
Cassio Conceicao & Julia Martino
Sandy Creighton
Debbie & Chris Crouse
Destination: Home SV 
Laura & Max Duganne
Excite Credit Union 
Foothills Congregational Church
Yvonne French
Kevin Gardner & Paul Morrell
Project Glimmer
Google Anonymous Employees
Google Matching Gifts Program
Kwok Wah Lau & Jon Goulden
Nancy Handel
Flora & Steven Hoffman
In-N-Out Burger Foundation
Mala Jairam & Bask Iyer
Nikki King & The Honorable Donald B. King
L’Heurex Family Charitable Fund 
Project Linus-San Jose
Los Altos Community Foundation

GOLD ADVOCATE DONORS
$20,000 - $99,999
Apple Matching Gifts Program
Shirley & Richard Cantu
County of Santa Clara: Office of the 

District Attorney
El Camino Hospital 
Judicial Council of California
Leo M. Shortino Family Foundation 
May and Stanley Smith Charitable Trust 
Myra Reinhard Family Foundation
Quest Foundation

Rust Consulting (Cy Pres)
Santa Clara County Office of Education 
Sharks Foundation
Silicon Valley Community Foundation 
Sobrato Family Foundation 
Lisa & Matthew Sonsini
Symantec 
VMware Foundation
Warmenhoven Family Foundation
Walters and Wolf

BRONZE ADVOCATE DONORS
$1,000 - $4,999

Alaska Airlines 
Juliette & Anthony Applewhite
Applied Materials, Inc.
Jo & Barry Ariko
The Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation
Association for California Governmental Human

Resources Professionals
Mary Atler
Jill & Mike Aufricht
Jimi & Ned Barnholt
Andy Barton

Anne Battle
Suong Nguyen & Paul Baty
Manu & Christopher Bedi
Jacqueline Beuzieron
Pam Bhattacharya
Dorothy & Roy Billings
Boulder Ridge Golf Club
Rania Bratberg
Lisa Breen-Strickland
Linda & Sean Brennan

PLATINUM 
ADVOCATE DONORS
$100,00 and above

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
Serving our foster youth and children is only made possible by the compassion and generosity of our 
funders and donors. We are grateful to the many private foundations, corporations, government partners 
and community members who trust us with their contribution to invest in the future of our community’s 
most vulnerable children.  

The following donor listings represent the immense community support for the work our CASAs do on the 
behalf of our foster children.  

**This list reflects donors who generously gave from July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020. If you find an error, please accept our 
apologies and contact us at Development@childadvocatessv.org so we can correct our records.



Cecile & Emmanuel Hernandez
Richard C & Heidi Herz
Hewlett-Packard Matching
Gareth Hunt
Itron 
Suzanne Jaggers
Leslie Jewett
Jewish Community Federation
Robert Larry Jinks
Marsha Jones & Gary Scardina
Dottie Jones
Connie & Eric Jorgensen
Kaiser Permanente
Sherron & Gary Kalbach
Kathy Kamei
Terese Kemble
Kiwanis Club of Mountain View Foundation
Judy Koch
Helene & Peter Koenig
Karen & David Krall
Shilpa & Sanjay Kshetramade
Rahul Kumar
Matt Lee
Shirley & Davin Lee
Christine Leung
Steve Lim
LinkedIn Matching Gifts Program
Denise Lombard
Los Gatos Rotary
Susan & Peter Lundberg
Jamshid Mahdavi & Karen C. Fabrizius
Lynn & Doug Marinaro
Dr. Norma Martinez-Palmer
Ron & Ryan Martino
Dr. Ginger Martire & Lino Martire
Paul McLaughlin
Melange Style 
Megan Michalik
Barbara & Mario Montagnoli
Morgan Hill Community Foundation
Morrison & Foerster Foundation 
Margarete Mucker
Gordon Mueller
Tami & Tim Mulcahy
NetApp
NVIDIA Corporation
Peggy O’Laughlin
Christal & Aaron Olbrich
Jamie Otto
Kirk Parrish
Devika & DJ Patil
Stephen Pierce
Pledgeling Foundations
Kathy & Steve Polzin
Puracy
Quality Technology Services 
Darlene Rado
Cameron Radonich
Katie Radonich
Gina Saldanha & Sridhar Ramanathan
Annamaria Rapakko

Sonu Ratra
Neta Retter & Edan Wernik
Robert Half International Inc.
Marilyn & Marc Rogers
Lori A. Ronning
Kelly & Thomas Rose
Moe Rubenzahl
San Jose Water Company 
Rebecca & Ayman Sayed
Pamela Schramm
Herta Schreiner
Eric Schumacher
Michele Schwartz
Eric Scifres
Poonam & Mahesh Shah
Steven & Jennifer Shaw
Linda Shaw
Dan Schoerner
Jennifer & Michael Shum
Shutters on the Beach 
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust
Silicon Valley Social Venture Fund 
Susan Sims
Jolene Sloter
Elizabeth Smith
Ian Snow
Southwest Airlines
Springwood Apartments 
Mary L. Stetson
Susan & Corey Stick
Jen Stirling
Summa Peto Foundation 
Judy & Hide Tanigami
Tena Taormina
Tech Data
Tibco Software Inc.
TOSA Foundation
Maggie Turner
Turning Wheels For Kids
Vickie & Larry Yamaoka
Krista Van Laan
Shari Van Loo
Kelly Vera
The W. & R. Bernheimer Family Foundation
Bill Wallace
Brian & Kate Watson
Kristie Weyhe
Linda Williams
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr, LLP 
Beth & Ben Wilson
Daniel Winter
Constance & Clifton Wu
Kelly Yeh
Gloria Young
Young Men’s Service League 
Dawn & Mark Zamudio

Shelley & Steve Brown
Matthias Buchner
Lynn Brubaker
Burr, Pilger & Mayer, LLP 
Sharon & O.W. Bynum
Bruno Carnovale
Renee Carpenter
Melanie Carrido
Greg Casella
Stacy Castle
Carlino Cecilio
Arlene Chan & Robert Gee
Belinda Chan
Lisa & Barry Cheskin
Jonathan Chu
The Hon. L. Michael Clark & Karen Clark
Ann & Sheffield Clarke
Andrew A. Clarke & Dr. Jennifer Clarke
Diane & Bert Clement
Kelly Coffey
Sarah Cohen
Robin Cole & Richard Kubota
Connie & Bob Lurie Foundation
Jason Conyard
The Creighton Family Charitable Fund
Mayra E. Cruz
Cy Pres Award
Derrick D’Acolatse
Dayna Deaton
Paru Desai
Smita Dharamaraj
Dena Dickinson
Colleen Dieterle
Monique LeFors Edmondson
The Doering Family Foundation 
Nicole Dorsa
Yaron & Sarina Drucker
Alan & Joan Earhart
Margie Edwards & The Hon. Leonard Edwards
Nanci Eksterowicz
Frederick J. Ferrer
Kathy & Charles Fox
Valerie Fregulia
Carolyn Galliani
Kim Gavenman
Linda & William Giannini
Sherri & Randall Glein
Tamu Gramby
Danielle Green
Anisha Gupta
Deepali & Sameer Halepete
Patricia & John Hammett
Susan Hampton
Jeff Hansen
Steve Geisheker & Kathleen Hanson
Karla Harris
Dean Harris
Mitzi Harris
Shakira Hensley
Heritage Bank of Commerce

STAY CONNECTED

@child-advocates-of-silicon-valley

@ChildAdvocateSV

@ChildAdvocatesSV

@ChildAdvocatesSV

CONTACT US
info@childadvocatessv.org
408.416.0400
ChildAdvocatesSV.org
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SAN JOSE, CA

July 2019
With help from Cisco, Applied Materials and Banana 
Republic volunteers, we gave our CASA Store - filled 
with new clothes, shoes and school supplies for 
foster youth - a merchandising makeover.  

SHOW UP. STAND UP. LIFT UP. FOR FOSTER YOUTH




